093_HR0455 LRBO93 12910 HSS 18120 r

(2NN ¢ ) N SN 0SB\

\‘

10
11
12

13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

VWHEREAS, The nenbers of the House of Representatives of
the State of Illinois would |ike to congratul ate Janes T.
"JT" Somer on the occasion of his retirement as Salem Fire
Chi ef after 30 years of service wth the Salem Fire

Protection District; and

VWHEREAS, Chief Sonmer was born on Septenber 21, 1948 to
James D. and Jewell Soner in Salem he graduated from Sal em
Communi ty High School in 1966 and Lanbeth Coll ege in Jackson,
Tennessee in the early 1970s; he served in the Air Force as
an officer after college; in 1976, he returned to Sal em and

opened Soner Real Estate; and

VWHEREAS, Chief Sonmer married Janis Staser Sonmer on July
22, 1994; he is the father of James Robert "Rob" Sonmer and
El i sabet Ann Sonmer Murray; the stepfather of Jennifer Suzanne
Bradshaw and Beth Ann Rysavy; the step-grandfather of Sarah
Bet h Bauer, Casey Jo Bauer, and Jonathan Staser Bradshaw, and

t he soon-to-be grandfather of one who is on the way; and

WHEREAS, During his tenure with the Salem Fire Protection
District, Chief Somer has l|led the way in several areas
i ncl udi ng updati ng equi prent, updating training, renodeling
of the fire station, beginning the planning and construction
of a newtraining facility, and guiding the fire departnent

to an 1SO d ass Rating of 4; and

VWHEREAS, Chi ef Soner has served on many fire
service-related commttees at the state level including the
Medal of Valor commttee and the advisory conmttee; he is on
the Dboard of directors at Sal em Township Hospital, is a past
presi dent of the Salem Industrial Business Conmttee and the
Sal em Chanber of Commerce, was listed in the Hall of Fane of
Better Hones and Gardens Real Estate in 1994, and is very

involved in the econom c developnment of Salem in 1992, he
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was Sal emi s Man of the Year, and he has been the recipient of

many awards fromthe Gty of Salem over the years; and

WHEREAS, During his retirenent, Chief Sonmer hopes to have
tinme to pursue sone of his hobbies including golf, fishing,

hunting, and carpentry; therefore, be it

RESCOLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
NI NETY- THI RD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we congratulate Chief Janmes T. "JT" Sonmer on the occasion of
his retirement as Chief of the Salem Fire Protection
District, and we thank himfor his faithful service to the
safety of the citizens of Salemand the State of Illinois;

and be it further

RESOLVED, That a suitable copy of this resolution be
presented to Chief Somer as an expression of our respect and
esteem and wth our best wi shes for a peaceful and rel axing

retirenent.
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